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veterans to choose between cost and 
comfort. That is not the way our vet-
erans should be treated. 

I have introduced the Veterans Medi-
care Assistance Act to correct this 
problem. Our laws should be working 
for veterans, not against them. I urge 
my colleagues to join me in this effort 
to enable our veterans to use their 
Medicare benefits to help them pay 
their bills at VA hospitals. 

Most veterans pay into Medicare for 
most of their lives. This law should not 
prohibit them from using those Medi-
care benefits at VA hospitals later on 
in their lives. Cosponsor H.R. 4992 and 
show our veterans that we are putting 
their needs first. 

We need to work together in Con-
gress to enhance health care options 
for our veterans, not take them away. 

f 

RAISING QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 
PRESIDENT’S FLU PLAN 

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, later 
this morning, the President will unveil 
his plan for responding to a flu pan-
demic. The Homeland Security Depart-
ment will be playing a key role in the 
response. That is right, the pandemic 
flu response will be brought to you by 
the same people who gave us one heck 
of a job in responding to Hurricane 
Katrina. 

The other great initiatives were duct 
tape as a national response to chemical 
weapons and the Dubai Ports fiasco. 
According to reports, the President’s 
plan predicts chaos, quote-unquote, 
with a scenario of nearly 2 million 
American deaths. Given the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s track 
record, are these really the folks you 
want in charge of managing our re-
sponse to a crisis of this magnitude? 

The Homeland Security Department 
had a plan for New Orleans: they just 
ignored it. And the parts they did fol-
low were so bungled and mismanaged, 
we are still dealing with the aftermath. 

Mr. Speaker, no well-funded plan can 
go forward without a good general. At 
a time in which we need Grant, we 
have got McClellan. Forget the com-
passionate conservative this President 
promised; at this point, I would settle 
for a competent conservative. 

f 

BIGGEST REFINERY IN TEXAS 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, part of the 
reason gasoline prices have jumped to 
record highs is because there have been 
no new refineries or major refinery ex-
pansion in America. United States re-
fineries are at 97 percent capacity turn-
ing that black gold into gasoline at a 
rapid rate, but there is a tremendous 
demand for more refining capacity. 

Royal Dutch Shell has announced 
that the Motiva Refining Plant in Port 
Arthur, Texas, will expand to become 
the biggest refinery in the United 
States. Construction will begin next 
year. Currently, ExxonMobil, in Bay-
town, Texas, is the biggest refinery in 
America. By the way, Mr. Speaker, 
both of these refineries are in the en-
ergy belt of the Texas gulf coast. 

To get back on the path of energy 
self-reliance, the United States needs 
more American refineries and more off-
shore drilling. The country has not 
built a new refinery in over 25 years be-
cause of burdensome bureaucratic Fed-
eral regulations and environmental en-
ergy obstructionists. Congress needs to 
encourage refinery development and 
offshore drilling. That will increase 
supply so that the gasoline price at the 
pump comes down to an acceptable 
American consumer level. 

The people of southeast Texas wel-
come Motiva’s new progress, and we 
congratulate them on this endeavor. 
That’s just the way it is. 

f 

REPUBLICAN CONGRESS CON-
TINUES TO WASTE OPPORTUNI-
TIES 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. We have just 
heard an example of the Republican 
line of why there is an energy problem: 
We haven’t built new refineries because 
of burdensome environmental regula-
tions. Hogwash. 

We have had the industry actually 
close refinery capacity. There is no evi-
dence that there is an inability to build 
refineries. Sadly, we are continuing the 
spectacle of the Republican control in 
Congress to waste opportunities and 
try to change the subject, whether it is 
wasting subsidies on oil companies 
that don’t need them or starving re-
newables and conservation. 

The latest debacle is scheduled here 
on the floor in a few hours, where they 
will force communities to accept refin-
eries on closed military bases, with no 
committee markups, no hearings and 
no meaningful records. 

There will come a time when Con-
gress will act like a Congress, will leg-
islate on energy, on conservation, on 
innovation and prepare for the future, 
but, sadly, not with this Republican 
leadership. 

f 

CONDEMNING MEXICAN PRESI-
DENT FOR LEGALIZING DRUGS 

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, Vicente 
Fox, the president of Mexico, is at it 
again. Yesterday, he said he would sign 
into law an irresponsible law legalizing 
the possession of drugs. As a result, 
millions of American young people who 

travel to Mexico for summer vacation 
will now legally be able to use cocaine, 
heroin, ecstasy, and marijuana. 

How much is okay? Two ecstasy pills, 
four joints, four lines of cocaine and 25 
milligrams of heroin are now all al-
lowed, according to Vicente Fox. Who 
is advising this guy, Courtney Love? 

What a year President Fox is having. 
Earlier this year, his Mexican govern-
ment provided maps to illegals to help 
them cross our borders. Then, his Mexi-
can military soldiers got caught pro-
viding an armed escort to Mexican 
drug smugglers into Texas. Now he 
wants Congress to reward millions of 
illegal aliens with amnesty and perma-
nent citizenship so they can earn 
money here and send it back to Mexico. 

Vicente Fox says he’s our friend. 
With friends like these, who needs en-
emies? 

f 

SOARING GAS PRICES 

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, it seems 
almost everyone these days is right-
fully outraged at the massive profits of 
oil and gas executives and companies. 
While they are raking in record profits, 
gas prices hit historic highs. That is, 
everyone except House Republicans. 

It is not enough that Republicans 
supported provisions in the energy bill 
last year that provided oil companies 
with $20 billion in special interest gifts 
while neglecting to include any real 
initiatives that would lower gas prices, 
but House Republicans then repeatedly 
refused to support Democratic efforts 
to give the Federal Trade Commission 
the authority to investigate all price 
gouging at all points of the supply 
chain. And last week, House Repub-
licans had the opportunity to roll back 
$5 billion in additional tax breaks for 
oil companies over the next 5 years but 
voted overwhelmingly to reject this 
Democratic proposal. 

Are House Republicans that far out 
of touch? Don’t they realize that com-
panies with profits of $130 billion last 
year do not need tax breaks? Mr. 
Speaker, the cozy relationship House 
Republicans have with oil and gas ex-
ecutives is hurting everyday Ameri-
cans who are struggling to pay record 
prices at the pump. 

f 

U.S. LEADS WORLD IN COAL 

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, the 
problem we have is our reliance on im-
ported crude oil. The way we try to ad-
dress this solution is through renew-
able fuels, conservation, additional ex-
ploration and new technologies. I want 
to talk about one of those new tech-
nologies today, which is coal-to-liquid 
application, called Btu conversion. 
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